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July 14, 2008 
 
Mr. Mark G. Yudof 
President, University of California 
1111 Franklin Street 
Oakland, CA 94607-8500 
 
RE: Threats to striking workers 
 
Dear President Yudof: 
 
Over the past few months many of the religious leaders involved with Clergy 
and Laity Untied for Economic Justice throughout California have been 
listening to and standing with workers at the University of California who 
live in poverty and ask to earn a just wage that meets the basic needs of their 
families. 
 
It has been particularly disconcerting to see the impasse in negotiations 
become so fixed that UC service workers, those least able to afford it, have 
opted to go on strike.  
 
Even worse, we are hearing from those on the picket lines that some workers 
have had their managers threaten disciplinary actions against them for 
participating in the strike and some have even been threatened with firing if 
they do not immediately return to work. This behavior is unconscionable at 
an institution as venerated and respected as University of California and is 
strongly denounced by our faith traditions: 
 
[The ELCA) commits itself to advocacy with corporations, businesses, 
congregations and church-related institutions to protect the rights of 
workers, support the collective bargaining process and protect the right t
strike. Churchwide Assembly 1991, Evangelical Lutheran Church in A
 
Among industrialized nations the United States is one of the few that permit 
corporate abuse of striking workers. In other western industrialized nations 
firing strikers is either flatly prohibited or not tolerated. It is imperative for 
this nation to restore the balance between labor and management. United 
Church of Christ Board for Homeland Ministries, 1991 
 
The right to strike without fear of reprisal is fundamental to a democratic 
society. The continued weakening of worker organizations is a serious threat 
to our social fabric. US Catholic Bishops, 1991 
 
Whether these threats are a result of rogue managers or a UC policy, we urge 
you to use the authority of your office to end these threats, protect the right 
of workers to strike and find a just resolution to these negotiations. It will 
directly benefit the 8,500 service workers and their families under your 
charge, improve the economic well being of our communities and teach 
future business leaders attending the University of California that employers 
have a moral commitment to the common good. 
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We look forward to meeting with you and sharing what we trust are mutual concerns. We can be 
reached through our Chairperson, Rabbi Laurie Coskey (619) 584-5744 x 22 or 
RabbiLaurie@icwj.org. 
 
In the hope of justice, 
 
 
 
Rabbi Laurie Coskey, Ed.D  
Co_Chairperson 
CLUE California 
Executive Director   
ICWJ, San Diego County  
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